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LIN331:SyntacticTheory–  Winter 2016 
Mondays11:00‐12:00 & Wednesdays 10:00 to 12:00 

Room LM 157 
DepartmentofLinguistics,UniversityofToronto 

   
Instructor:Prof. MaríaCristinaCuervo   
OfficeHours:Mondays16:00‐17:00; Wednesdays 12:00‐13:00, or by appointment 
Office:SidneySmith Hall,Room4085                              Telephone:416‐813‐4051(VC) 
email:mc.cuervo@utoronto.ca(foradministrativepurposesonly) 
BlackboardPage:http://portal.utoronto.ca;loginusingyourUTORidandpassword. 
************************************************************************************* 
This  course  is  an  introduction  to  the  foundations  and  formal  framework  of  current 
generative  grammar,  concentrating  on  Chomsky's Minimalist  Program,  as  it  grew  out  of 
Government  and  Binding  theory.  Topics  include  the  architecture  of  grammar,  phrase 
structure, thematic roles, case theory, movement, and others. Being able to apply theory to 
data, and to develop theoretical argumentation are two central  learning outcomes of  this 
course. 

 
Prerequisite:LIN232   
Textbook:Hornstein,Norbert,JairoNunesandKleanthesK.Grohmann.2005. 

UnderstandingMinimalism.CambridgeUniversityPress. 

Otheruseful readings: 
Adger, David. 2003. Core Syntax: A Minimalist Approach. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Carnie, Andrew. 2002, 2007, 2012. Syntax. Oxford: Wiley‐Blackwell. (This textbook has 

been used in recent years in LIN232.) 
Cowper, Elizabeth. 1992. A Concise Introduction to Syntactic Theory: The Government‐

Binding Approach. University of Chicago Press. 
Hageman, Liliane. 1994 (2nd Edition) Introduction to Government and Binding Theory. 

Oxford: Blackwell Publishing. 
 
Evaluation:   

TermtestI  Week7(inclass) 15% 
Homeworkassignments  Seecalendarbelow 60% 
TermtestII  WednesdayDecember6(inclass) 15% 
Participation  throughout  10% 

 
Tests.    Tests  will  consist  mainly  of  practice  exercises  but  may  also  include  questions  on 
declarative knowledge.  Exercises in tests will be similar to those in the textbook, assigned as 
homework and done in class.  
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GuidelinesandRules 

Thefollowingsetsoutmyexpectationsofstudentconductinthiscourse.Iwillassumethatyouarefamiliar
withtheseexpectationsandwillholdyouaccountabletothem. 
 
Useofelectronicdevicesinclass: 
PleaseturnoffallcellphonesandPDAsbeforecomingtoclass.Theuseoflaptopsfornote‐
takinginclassisdiscouraged. 

Assignments 
AssignmentquestionswillbepostedonBlackboardapproximately 
oneweekbeforetheyaredue.Assignmentsmustbehandedininhardcopy;e‐
mailandfaxsubmissionsarenotaccepted.Ifyoucannotsubmityourassignmentinclass,youmayturnitin
beforethedeadline(i.e.beforethebeginningoftheclassinwhichitisdue)bydroppingoffyourworkinthe
assignmentdropboxlocatedintheDepartmentofLinguistics.Homeworkmustbetyped;treesmaybedra
wnbyhandprovidedtheyarelegible. 
Assignmentsaregradedusingthe“RefinedLetterGradeScale,”definedintheRulesandRegulationsse
ctionoftheArtsandScienceCalendar.Thedefinitionscanbefoundhere:http://www.artsandscience.
utoronto.ca/ofr/calendar/Rules_&_Regulations.html 

Re�evaluationofassignments 
Ifyouwouldliketorequestareevaluationofanassignment,youmustdosowithinoneweekaftertheworkh
asbeenreturnedtoyou.Alongwiththeoriginalassignment,youmustprovideawrittenstatement(inhard
copy)detailingthereasonsyoubelievetheevaluationisincorrect. 

Lateandmissingwork: 
Assignmentsaretobehandedinatthebeginningofclassonthedaytheyaredue.Ireservetherightnottoacc
eptlatework.Ifyouareunabletohandinanassignmentontime,andcandocumentavalidreasonforthedel
ay,pleaseletmeknowbye‐
mailorinpersonbeforetheassignmentisdue.Noworkcanbeacceptedafterithasbeendiscussedinclass.
Thereisnoopportunitytomakeupformissingworkoracquireextracredit. 

Documentationforlatework or a missed test: 
If,forreasonsofillnessorinjury,youareunabletowrite a test, or to 
handanassignmentinontimeandwishtorequestanextension,youmustnotifymebeforethedeadline.Yo
umustalsosubmitanofficialUofTmedicalcertificatewithinoneweekoftheoriginaldeadline.Nootherdo
cumentationofillnessorinjurywillbeaccepted.Unlessappropriatedocumentationissubmittedwithino
neweek,youwillbeassignedamarkofzerofortheassignment. 
TheofficialUofTmedicalcertificateformcanbedownloadedhere:(http://www.artsci.utoronto.ca/cur
rent/undergraduate/forms/certificate.pdf) 
Notealsothatamedicalcertificatewillnotautomaticallyresultinanextension or make‐
up.Thephysician’sreportmustestablishthatyouwereexaminedanddiagnosedatthetimeofillness,nota
fterthefact.Iwillnotacceptastatementthatmerelyconfirmsareportofillnessmadebythestudentanddoc
umentedbythephysician.Furthermore,Ireservetherighttocontactphysicianstoconfirmthatcertificate
saregenuineandwarranted.AllsuspiciousmedicalcertificateswillbeforwardedtotheOfficeofStudentA
cademicIntegrity. 

Participationcomponentofyourmark 

Variousfactorsaretakenintoaccountindeterminingyourparticipationmark.Theseincludeattendance,c
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onstructivecontributionsandwillingnesstotakerisksinclassdiscussions,  
andengagementininformalstudygroupsasdemonstratedinyourhomeworkassignments.Activepartici
pationinallareaswillnotonlyenhanceyourparticipationmark,butwillalsoenhanceyourlearningandyou
rperformanceonassignmentsandthetests. 

Collaboration and academic integrity: 
Studentsareexpectedatalltimestodotheirownwork.SeetheUniversity’sCodeofBehaviouronAcademi
cMatters,whichcanbefoundhere:http://www.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/policies/behaveac.ht
m 
Inthiscourse,youarepermitted,andevenencouraged,todiscusscoursematerialandassignmentswithy
ourfellowstudents,andtoworktogethertofigureouttheassignments.Youmustacknowledgethepeople
youdiscussedthematerialwith.Thisisnormallydonewithafootnoteonthefirstpagelistingthenamesoft
hoseyoudiscussedthematerialwith.However,youmustnotdoworkforyourclassmatesorallowyourcla
ssmatestodoworkforyou;submittedworkmustbeyoursalone.Agoodwaytomakesureyourwrittenwo
rkisreallyyourownisnottotakeanywrittennotesawayfromdiscussionsessions.Copyingsomeorallofa
notherstudent’sassignmentisplagiarism.Ifyoucopyyourworkfromanotherstudentorpermitanother
studenttocopyfromyou,youarecommittinganacademicoffenceundertheCodeofBehaviour.Plagiaris
misaseriousoffensethatmayresultinaseriouspenalty,uptoandincludingexpulsionandprohibitionfro
mre‐enrolmentatUofT,andrecordingofthepenaltyonyourtranscript. 

E�mailcommunication: 
AllemailcorrespondencewithmemustbesentfromyourUniversityofTorontoemailaddress.Thesubjec
tlineshouldbeginwith“LIN331,”andthebodyofthemessageshouldincludeyourfullname.Anonymous
messagesormessagessentfromanaccountotherthanaUniversityofTorontoe‐
mailaddresswillbeignored. 
Emailshouldbeusedprimarilyforadministrativepurposes,toscheduleappointmentsortoinformmeof
illnessorlatework.Questionsaboutthecontentofthecourseareusuallybestraisedbefore,in,orafterclas
s,inofficehours,orinascheduledappointment. 
 

Resources 
Accessibility Needs. The University of Toronto is committed to accessibility. If you require 
accommodations or have any accessibility concerns, please visit 
http://studentlife.utoronto.ca/accessibility  as soon as possible.   
 
 Writing support: 
<www.writing.utoronto.ca> Here you will find links to resources to help you with academic writing, 
including credit and non‐credit courses about writing and Writing Centres where you can get one‐on‐
one help with your written assignments. One particularly useful document available there is “How 
Not to Plagiarize,” which can be found at here: 
http://www.writing.utoronto.ca/advice/using‐sources/how‐not‐to‐plagiarize 
 
The college writing centres, in collaboration with librarians and learning‐skills counsellors, offer the 
Writing Plus series of group workshops in Fall and Spring terms. No registration is required, and 
students may come to some or all of the sessions. Listings are given at  
www.writing.utoronto.ca/news/writing‐plus. 
 
Especially for students for whom English is a second language: 
Information about the English Language Learning program (ELL) is available here:  
http://www.artsci.utoronto.ca/current/undergraduate/ell 
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ELL activities include a Communication Café for group practice in oral communication and online 
Reading eWriting for individual practice in reading and responding to academic material. For more 
information, you can subscribe to their listserv; information about how to do that can be found on 
the page linked above. 
 

Tentative calendar 
 
Wee
k

Date  Classcontent HomeworkDue

1  Jan.11  Introduction,HNG,Chapter1 
Jan.13  ArchitecturalIssues(HNG,Chp.2) 

2  Jan.18  ArchitecturalIssuescont’d. 
Jan.20  ThetaDomains(HNG,Chp.3)  Assignment1 

  Jan.24  Lastdaytoaddcourse 
3  Jan.25  DiscussionofAssignment1 

Jan.27  CaseDomains(HNG,Chp.4)  Assignment2 
4  Feb.1  DiscussionofAssignment2 

Feb.3  Movement&Minimality(HNG,Chp.5)  Assignment3 

5  Feb.8  DiscussionofAssignment3 
Feb.10  PhraseStructure(HNG,Chp.6)  Assignment4 

6  Feb.15  Family day – University closed 

Feb.17  Reading week – No class   
7  Feb.22  In class test I 

Feb.24  Linearization(HNG,Chp.7)   
8  Feb. 29  DiscussionofAssignments4 

March2  BindingI(HNG,Chp.8)  Assignment5 
  March13  Lastdaytodropcoursewithoutacademicpenalty(allstudents) 
9  March7  DiscussionofAssignment5 

March9  BindingII 
10  March14  Consolidate&catchup 

March16  FeaturesI(HNG,Chp.9)  Assignment6 
11  March 21  DiscussionofAssignment6 

March23  FeaturesII  Assignment7 
12  March28  DiscussionofAssignment 7 

March30  Economy(HNG,Chapter10)   
13  April4  Consolidateandreview. 
  April 6  In class test II 
 


